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Mussel Ridge News
A Home for Memories

Have you ever wondered what happened to Grandpa’s old WWII foot locker that had his name, rank and serial number
stenciled on the side? Or what ever happened to his photo album which had the pictures of your great grandparents in it?
Unfortunately, the answer is almost always (a) no one had any further use for Grandpa’s old army trunk so we gave it away
or (b) no one knew who the old people were in the photo album so we threw it away.

At the Mussel Ridge Historical Society, we have heard
this sad story far too often. The loss of every old-timer,
either through death or migration to warmer climes,
represents a dispersion or loss of important and often
irreplaceable local historical information for this
community. Thoughts and recollections that could have
been the subject of books and pamphlets were never
written; photos and letters of historical significance have
not been collected, documented and conserved; oral
histories that could have been easily recorded and
transcribed, never were.
This brings us to our proposed Home for Memories. The

Society is currently developing plans for a Local History/Research Center, an environmentally-controlled storage facility
where we can assemble and manage a local history collection of donated photos, documents, local histories, oral histories
and similar ephemera. This Center will make it possible for the Society to more effectively pursue several of the key tenets
of the mission statement outlined in its bylaws:

· Promoting interest in, and knowledge and appreciation of the history of Owls Head, the Mussel Ridge Islands
and their inhabitants and visitors;

· Collecting, identifying, interpreting, preserving, exhibiting and making available for education, research and
pleasure: historical documents, records, photographs, information and artifacts relating to the above;

· Produce published material pertaining to the history of the area
The implementation plans should be firmed up very soon, as will a financial program of grants and donations needed to fund
the local history center. STAY TUNED for the rest of the story!

BRAINSTEAM
Nope! “Brainsteam” isn’t a rock band nor is it a super sized migraine. It’s a trivia game we designed for our Mussel
Ridge NEWS readers.  Time to turn off your digital devices and fire up your brain to a full head of steam to figure out
how the items listed below are connected. What’s their common thread?
Blueberry fritters,  Camouflage clothing,  Clam bakes on the beach,  Companion planting,  Crop rotation, Duck calls,
Guerilla warfare,  Herbal medicine,  LaCrosse,  Log cabins,  Pancakes with Maple syrup,   Rice pudding,  Sauna,
Snowshoes,  Succotash,  Wilderness survival school &  Women’s equality.  The answer will be found on the last page of
this NEWS.



LOST TREASURES [OR WHERE IS IT NOW?]
Sometime after World War II an artist by the name of Everett Blethen hand painted a wooden “Honor Roll” sign which
listed all of the names of the young men from Owls Head, Maine who served in the armed forces during World War II.
The Honor Roll sign was given to and was proudly
displayed for years in the Owls Head Grange Hall,
No. 563 at the corner of North Shore Drive and Ash
Point Drive.
The Grange Hall was officially closed in 2003 due to
lack of attendance and sometime over the intervening
years; the Honor Roll sign mysteriously disappeared.
The Mussel Ridge Historical Society would like very
much to learn what happened to this priceless piece of
our local history and if at all possible recover it for our
collection.
If anyone knows of the whereabouts of this treasure,
please call Rod Weeks of the Mussel Ridge Historical
Society at 207-593-1494 (or you can e-mail him at
ledgemere1@gmail.com) to make arrangements for its
safe return.

 Thank you!

Stories? Pictures?
We would love to hear any stories passed on thru your
families of life in Owls Head. If you have pictures we
will come to your home and scan them also. Please give
us a call at 594-0141 or email me at
ballyhacme@gmail.com.



Hall Cemetery Restoration
By the Owls Head Cemetery Committee

100 headstones cleaned.  48 headstones repaired.  13 volunteers.  10 days.
Those are the numbers that represent the effort of this summer’s restoration project in Hall Cemetery off Ingraham Drive
(Route 73), Owls Head’s oldest cemetery.  The original scope of the project involved the first two rows of headstones
nearest the street and it was estimated that of approximately 150 gravestones in the cemetery, a dozen markers would be
repaired and about 25 would be cleaned.  After three days work, it became clear that the project would exceed those
figures, however we never imagined that the final tally would be four times what we started out to accomplish.
Last fall, the Cemetery Committee met with Joe Feraninni, of Grave Stone Matters from Hoosick Falls, NY, about what would
be involved in restoring Hall Cemetery.  Joe is an expert at this type of work and
someone who Maine Old Cemetery Association endorses and uses to conduct
their “clean and lean” classes throughout the state.  He recommended removing the
large piles of leaves and debris by the stone walls at the edges of the cemetery and
limbing up the giant, gorgeous trees shading the cemetery to provide more air flow
and sunlight, as well as getting rid of dangerous deadwood.  The Committee, Arbor
Tech, and Terry Morang all worked over the past fall and spring to make this
happen.  Next, Joe said, would be fixing leaning, fallen, broken, and loose gravestones,
of which there were many.  Time and Mother Nature had not been kind.  After
getting approval from the Town’s Selectman for both the project and the expenses,
each stage of the renovation was accomplished and the actual cleaning and repair
work took place August 5 through the 15th.   You might have driven by and wondered
what was going on….
Joe worked tirelessly every day (no breaks for him even after a previous project at Tolman Cemetery in Rockport!) and
the Committee was hard pressed to keep up with the cleaning and digging work that allowed him to do what he specializes
in, which is repair work.  Broken tablets and headstones were made whole again with mortar (not cement) and a special
epoxy ordered from Germany.  For those gravestones that were loose on their bases because the pins holding them had
rusted, those old pins were drilled out, new stainless steel ones inserted, and the stones sealed at the base.  Leaning tablets
and bases were dug out and righted.  Every repaired marker was also cleaned.
Luckily, some wonderful volunteers helped with all aspects of the project, even cleaning.  Heather Steeves showed up with
her daughters and one of their friends and cleaned 24 markers.  It was fun to see her daughters amazed at the difference
cleaning can make to a gravestone’s appearance.
Walter Guptill, who has relatives in the cemetery, had previously worked with Joe and helped with all tasks.  Tom Christie,
Kathryn DerMarderosian, Charlie Johnson, Dick Carver, and Kermit Voncannon each brought their game to help out.
Let’s not forget that an army runs on its stomach, so we acknowledge the food runners: Bobbi Gay and Kermit Voncannon,
and last, but not least, Jane Roundy who brought her home-grown blueberries for dessert.  Without all of these volunteers,
this project would not have been nearly as successful.   We are very grateful for their help and for Joe’s skill and commitment.
The Cemetery Committee is proud of the results and gratified that so many people told us that they noticed the difference.
We hope that you notice too.



                             MUSSEL RIDGE LITERATURE ORDER FORM
#_______ copy(s) of “ A book of Recipes from Owls Head, Maine” at $15.00 each=  $___________
#_______ copy(s) of “The Coastal Town of Owls Head, Maine” at $32.00 each =       $___________
#_______ box(s) of six note cards with envelopes at $10.00 per box =                         $___________
Check if items are to be delivered:____   OR, if they are to be mailed___ (add $3)   = $
Both the O. H. Cookbook and the Coffin O. H. History book may be purchased at the Blue Yonder Coastal
Artisans store at the Know County Regional Airport.
                    Total the column and make your check payable to Mussel Ridge Historical Society   $___________
Send your order & check to:  Mr. Rodney B. Weeks     43 Lucia Beach Rd.     Owl’s Head ME 04854
Your Name:____________________________________________  Telephone:___________________
Street Address:_______________________________________________________________________
Postal Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City, State, & Zip: ____________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________

                  HISTORY FOUND IN HALLS CEMETERY (a.k.a. Head of the Bay Cemetery)
                               by William Gay member of the Owls Head Cemetery Committee
While working on cleaning and repairing the headstones this past summer, I came across an intriguing inscription on a
stone that piqued my interest.  It was for Nancy derelict of Archibald G. Coombs died 15th of August 1819.  Then it
had Archibald’s name and date of death as the 28th of October 1818 age 41 along with son Archibald G. Coombs II
died the 28th of October 1818 age 16.  Broken and laying on the ground one could  just make out another line for a son
Henry died the 24th of March 1825 age 24.  All three of the men were listed as lost at sea.  Did Nancy die of a broken
heart at age 44, ten months after losing her husband and son at sea?  The stone had to have been set at a later date as it
also had Henry listed, yet he did not die until 1825.  One can see whereby that stone begged to have a story told.
Perusing the well known Eaton’s History of Thomaston, Rockland and South Thomaston we find that A.G. Coombs
was a Major in the militia during the War of 1812.  An exploit he handled came about on Sunday Oct. 9th and I quote
from Eaton. “A privateer-looking vessel with American colors flying having been observed lying in Owl’s Head Harbor
three days or more, without any person coming on shore, was suspected to be a British privateer in wait for coasters.  It
was determined to put her to the proof.  At evening, one hundred or more local men mustered under command of
Major Arch. G. Coombs and took station partly on Monroe’s Island and partly on the main opposite the vessel.  At
about 10 o’clock, in a calm cloudy night, they commenced an attack with musketry on both sides of her.  There being
no wind the privateer put out her sweeps and passed along down between the point and the Island.  She finally escaped
well riddled with bullets as reported by the people of Monhegan, where she stopped and sent a boat ashore for
assistance.  She was supposed to have been the former Revenue Cutter, captured by the British on taking Castine.”
Continuing the saga Eaton writes “ In October of 1818 Major Archibald G. Coombs then in command of the sloop Asa,
which was built by him and his father, going with a cargo of lumber from Brewer, bound to Boston was overtaken by
heavy snow squalls and never heard of, after.  On board the Asa were the captain and his son of the same name.”
Major Coombs was also a prominent Mason and member of the Orient Lodge, F. A.& M. So there are interesting
stories to be found in our early cemeteries.



100 YEARS AGO- the War, the Weather and the Women of 1917
President Woodrow Wilson asked Congress to declare war on Germany. Six weeks later, the Selective Service Act
gave him the authority of conscription, which led to a rash of protests Nation wide.
Assistant Secretary of Navy, Franklin D. Roosevelt, made a plea to all U.S. Citizens to donate their spy glasses and
binoculars to the Navy.  If the donor included their name and address, the item would be returned with one dollar as
payment, at the end of the war.
April 28th thru May 4th was “Maine Potato Week”. Mainers were encourage to eat potatoes, thus saving any wheat
based foods for the soldiers and sailors.
1917 was recorded as the coolest year for the United States with a mean temperature of 50° F.  Winter wheat did not
reach full maturity. Vegetables & fruits didn’t ripen or were damaged. Waterways froze over early in the season. In
December, residents of Fort Yukon, Alaska endured temperatures as low as minus 48.3°F. It was also the second driest
year recorded with coast to coast rainfall at just 25.35 inches.
Edna St. Vincent Millay published her Renascence and Other Poems,which garnered a Pulitzer Prize.
During the late 1800s a large influx of French Canadians from Quebec and New Brunswick had moved into the Maine
milltowns to work. By 1917 many French Canadian women saw the migration to Maine as a right of passage; a time of
self-discovery. Many chose to not marry, preferring economic independence and self reliance over the traditional role of
wife and mother. By1950 the U.S. Census indicated that thirty percent of Maine’s population was comprised of French
Canadians.
Wages for women in 1917, were about five to six dollars per week. After paying their room and board, lunches, and
personal items, they were often left with fifty cents or less for the rest of the week
A referendum question on the Maine ballot asking for a Constitutional amendment to allow Maine women the right to
vote was defeated nearly two to one.

                             DUSTY GARDENER’S NOTEBOOK (Getting His Two Cents Worth)
In the old days when folks lived on isolated farms and ranches, nothing was wasted. Every nail and piece of string
was kept for use somewhere.  Dusty’s family has subscribed to this philosophy and often spouted the mantra, “Shop
around. Buy it new. Wear it out. Make it do.”
Dusty’s wife knows a guy who will save the paper towels that may be slightly damp from drying hands at the kitchen
sink and uses them again for wiping off the car windows, patio table, tools etc. Then, he’ll re-use that same paper
towel again to clean the glass window on his wood stove and finally the poor old thing gets tossed into the compost
heap. Wow! Four uses for a paper towel.  How do you get your two cents worth?

RE-QUOTABLE QUOTES (by Anonymous)
The two most beautiful words in the English language are “summer afternoon”.

The human spirit needs places where nature has not been rearranged by the hand of man”



234 Park St  • Rockland
www.maritimeenergy.com

Heating Oils • LP Gas • Gasoline • Diesel 24 Hour ServiceHeating Equipment Sales • since 1939

594-4487
1-800-333-4489

SEA SERPENTS OFF ASH POINT?
Ancient mythological sagas of the olde world often told of marine monsters and sea serpents, but I did not know that the
pages of modern history are rife with sightings of sea serpents along the Atlantic coast. On July 6, 1734, Hans Egede
was sailing past the coast of Greenland when suddenly those on board “...saw a most terrible creature”, resembling
nothing they had seen before. The monster lifted its head so high that it seemed to be “...higher than the crow’s nest on
the mainmast”.  The head was small and the body short and wrinkled. The unknown creature was using giant fins which
propelled it through the water. Later the sailors saw its tail as well.  Another well documented sighting August, 1848, by
the crew of the HMS Daedalus in the South Atlantic describes a creature, “...some 60 feet long, held a snakelike head
above the water...”.  Others were sighted off the coast of Ireland between 1850s to1871 when they were observed by
the people of Kilkee, County Clare, on Ireland’s east coast.
Closer to home, encounters with sea serpents have been recorded in the many coves and bays of the Maine coast since
1750s. Specifically, during the Revolutionary War a Captain Little of the U.S. Navy observed one in Penobscot Bay
and in1779 a pair, presumed to be an adult with offspring, was spotted in the vicinity of Ash Point (Owl’s Head) by the
Crockett family. By August, 1817, there had been so many reports of sea serpent sightings, the Linnean Society of
Boston organized a board of inquisitors, “for the pupose of collecting any evidence which may exist respecting a
remarkable animal, denominated a Sea Serpent, reported to have been seen in and near the Harbour of Gloucester.”
(from A Treasury of New England Folklore by B.A. Botkin; American Legacy Press, rev.1965, pp194)
Two newspapers tell of a serpent visiting Boothbay Harbor in 1831. More recently, in1900 sea serpents estimated to be
60 feet long have been seen by multiple witnesses off  Woods Island, Maine, and Eastport, Maine, in late1930s into the
’40s. Then, in June1958, fishermen Ejmaar Hairgaard and Ole Mikkelsen spent nearly 45 minutes watching a serpent in
Casco Bay near the Portland Lightship. Though not actually recorded, it would be silly to think the crew of the Lightship
missed seeing the animal. Yes, sightings have been made in this century, too— off Biddeford, Maine in 2002.
All of these reports are, generally, consistent in their description of the beasts. They estimated the beast to be 60 to 100
feet in length, and often described with a long neck and the head wider than the width of the neck. One report said the
head resembled a duck’s head. Several descriptions compared it’s eyes to the eyes of an ox. The body is often
described with a long snake like tail.  Most reports specify that the animal doesn’t swim with a side to side motion like
land snakes but, rather with an up and down motion.  And many of the witnesses stated the serpent arose out of the

Winter Hours
Open : Thurs - Mon. 7am - 3pm  - Closed Tues & Wed.



Computerized Services
Bookkeeping, Payroll, Taxes, Spreadsheets
Linda Post
40 Hendrickson Point Rd
Owls Head, ME 04854
Phone 207-594-7203
Cell 207-441-7203

Smiths’ Swiss Village
Housekeeping Cottages

Irving & Marilyn Smith
152 North Shore Drive
Owls Head, ME 04854

depths of the ocean and would submerge when frightened. Land snakes do, in fact, swim with a side to side motion and
do not swim under the water for any great distance.
So, when a person considers the consistency of the reports over many years, and the fact that serpents were seen by
men and women of various ages and in a variety of locales along the Maine coast, we could muse that just maybe this is
something that should be taken seriously. But then, if we factor in reports that two of the serpents morphed into a 600
pound sea lion when killed; or that one specimen shrunk to the size of a forty foot eel when towns people attempted to
preserve it; or that a few eye witnesses revised their story when closely interviewed by a panel of scientists, it’s
understandable why such sightings would be taken with a wink and a nod followed by, “Oh yah, Sure!”.

                                                       THEY WERE “From Away”
Benjamin Edward Britten was a gifted composer and concert pianist, born 1913 in Suffolk, England.  After years
of schooling and understudy in all aspects of concert composition, he and a companion left England for the United
States eventually arriving in Maine.  In August, 1940, while staying at the Owls Head Inn, he wrote to a friend back
home describing his time in a couple of vacationland’s nicest towns.
“We eventually made Pemaquid Point, but found the place most disappointing — not on the sea, & full of the most
terrible Bostonian old ladies, that we left after one gloomy night. Then we came on here [Owls Head] which is a grand
spot — very unpretentious — but quiet & right on the sea. We can work & there are tennis courts nearby. It is too cold
to bathe unfortunately — but there is plenty else to do” (from wikipedia’s History of Owls Head, Maine)
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OWLS HEAD
VILLAGE LIBRARY

31 South Shore Drive
Owls Head, ME 04854

Hours: Sat. 9 am - 5 ish
Internet Access, DVD’s, Children’s Room,
Large Print  - Large Marine Books Selection
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT - STOP BY!

Brainsteam Answer- All of these things were taught to the Pilgrims by the American “Indians”

Crescent Beach Inn Wins Old Home Week Prize in 1908 Parade

Crescent Beach’s entry was unique. A small buckboard which was
decorated with scallop shells, clans, seaweed, and other evidences
of that delightful resort. Mr. & Mrs. F.M. Smith had the seat of
honor, the other occupants being the “original beach girls.” Beulah
Lawry, Florence Pearson, Helen Smith and Misses Vira  and
Mildred Gillette. There was applause everywhere    for this turn-
out. Praise is due Miss Maud Sweetland who helped decorate the
buckboard.
This MRHS member is ever so grateful to have known the
Gillette women in their older years. They were two very nice
ladies. Also they took a lot of nice photos of Owls Head which
I have the honor of publishing now and again. Carolyn Meserve Philbrook


