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Mussel Ridge News

GOOD-BY TO GOOD FRIENDS
Since our last Newsletter, the Mussel Ridge Historical
Society has lost two wonderful and very supportive
friends, Edward W. Coffin and Wayne H. Meserve. One
man was from away and the other was a native born son.
Ironically, the man from away got to spend his entire
adult life in Owls Head and the native born son couldn’t
return to Maine full time until he retired. The common
thread shared by both men was their unwavering love for
the beauty of Owls Head and their appreciation of its
peoples. Both men believed that the history of those
people deserved to be recognized and preserved.

Ed Coffin Wayne H. Meserve
Ed Coffin

Ed Coffin was originally from Tuckernuck Island off of Nantucket and was a man of many interests. During his lifetime,
he was a merchant marine, commercial fisherman, airplane pilot, surveyor, wooden boat builder, writer, and historian
and published author.
In 1948, while vacationing in Maine with his wife, the former Barbara Nelson, they found a small summer cottage on
Ginn’s Point (named “Blue Spruces”) and decided to make it and Owls Head their home. Ed re-named the cottage the
“Tug & Grunt” Boatyard and began hand building small wooden boats in his garage. The largest boat Ed built was a 25
foot Friendship Sloop which he named the Ray of Hope. Ed was a self taught boat builder and he was building these
boats long before the art form of building wooden boats was re-discovered and recognized by people such as the
founders of the Rockland Apprentice Shop.
During this same time period Ed also learned how to survey land and was associated with Franklin Wood a well known
surveyor in Owls Head. Over the years Ed and Franklin surveyed much of the land in Knox County.
Ed also learned how to fly and owned his own airplane which he used to fly to Nantucket to visit his mother. After he
retired from surveying, Ed took ten years to research and write two books. The first book was on the History of Owls
Head and the second book on the history of Tuckernuck Island. Ed’s book on the History of Owls Head is the only
book ever attempted to pull together all of the narrative history and photographs of Owls Head and serves as the basis
for most the historical research still being done today. Ed was a Life Member of the Mussel Ridge Historical Society
and one of our staunchest supporters. He will be sorely missed.

Wayne Meserve
Wayne was not only born in Ash Point (July 3, 1949), but had the privedge of growing up here. A 5th generation of
Curtis’ to live here. His keen memory of recollections and happenings in town/school will be missed. Very thankful that
he wrote his memories of the Owls Head Airport in our Spring 2018 newsletter.  For those of us that knew him, as one



Rockland District Nursing Association Fruits of Fall Sale
Saturday, September 1
South Thomaston Library: 8 am to 1 pm
 Tastes of the season include special homemade soups, jams, canned goods,
seasonal baked items, herb plants, and garden produce.
Caring for the community since 1929.
For more information call RDNA (594-4522)

friend described.... “he was unfailingly smart, thoughtful, and cordial, clearly brightening the other person’s day.”
He was son of Howard and Norma Curtis Meserve, Wayne was raised in Owls Head and remained in Maine through
graduation from the University of Maine at Orono. At University of Maine, he earned a bachelor’s degree in economics
(1971) and a master’s degree in economics (1983).
Wayne served in the U. S. Navy 1971 – 1974: Commissioned through Naval Officer Candidate School (1971).
On June 18, 1977, Wayne and Marilyn Carter were married in Clayton, Missouri.
Wayne finished his career with 20 years as Vice President, Pricing and Planning, with the Hertz Corporation, headquar-
ters in Park Ridge, New Jersey.
Retiring from Hertz in 2007, Wayne and Marilyn left their home in New Jersey, retuning ‘back home’ to Owls Head.
Through his retirement years, Wayne was active in community organizations and committees.
He served on both the Finance and Stewardship Committees for the Rockland Congregational Church where he was a
member for many years. Discovering a desire to do some classroom teaching, Wayne became involved in substitute
teaching at the local high school. Other local involvements included membership in the Mussel Ridge Historical Society,
the Rockland Historical Society, and the Owls Head Transportation Museum.
In the more recent years, Wayne’s involvements included chairman of the Zoning Board of Appeals for the Town of
Owls Head; and member of the Knox County Airport Advisory Committee. Wayne was currently serving on the Town
of Owls Head Board of Selectmen.
With a lifelong appreciation for aviation and automobiles, Wayne often exhibited his classic cars at the Owls Head
Transportation Museum. He also held memberships with a number of national aviation and classic car organizations.
Wayne was an FAA Certificated Pilot with Instrument and Glider ratings. Wayne will be sadly missed by all who loved
him.
A quote I found laying on his desk at home, describes his thoughts on friends.

I no doubt deserved my enemies, but I don't believe I deserved my friends.by Walt Whitman
Wayne and Ed, you will be missed by all of us at The Mussel Ridge Historical Society

“



At the time of our nation’s bi-centennial (1976) a number of activities were planned and carried out by civic
organizations including everything from a parade from downtown Rockland to a huge town picnic at the Owls Head
lighthouse.
Against this backdrop of civic pride a number of individuals decided to write commentaries and articles commemorating
the town’s past. One such effort was undertaken by Ms. Beryl Borgerson. She decided to write a small 20 page
pamphlet on the History of the Owl’s Head Baptist Church.
To handle the influx of summer visitors to Ash Point after the turn of the 20th century, the Owls Head Baptist Church
decided to build a second affiliated church at the corner of Dublin Road and Ash Point Drive. This church became
known as the Ash Point Baptist Church.
In the bibliography section of Ms. Borgerson’s pamphlet, she mentioned that one her sources for the information she
gathered about the Ash Point Baptist Church was a scrapbook entitled “A Story of Ash Point” owned by Ellena
Fredette.
Ellena Fredette lived nearly all of her 100 year life on Ash Point and was known by just about everyone in town. She
and her husband, Alfred “Fred” Fredette, never had any children so when she passed away in 2010, the whereabouts of
the scrapbook disappeared with her.
If anyone knows of the whereabouts of this scrapbook, please call Rod Weeks of the Mussel Ridge Historical Society
at 207-593-1494 (or you can e-mail him at ledgemere1@gmail.com) to make arrangements for its safe return. – Thank
you!

WHERE IS IT NOW

MUSSEL RIDGE LITERATURE ORDER FORM
#_______ copy(s) of “ A book of Recipes from Owls Head, Maine” at $15.00 each=  $___________
#_______ copy(s) of “The Coastal Town of Owls Head, Maine” at $32.00 each =       $___________
#_______ box(s) of six note cards with envelopes at $10.00 per box =                         $___________
Check if items are to be delivered:____   OR, if they are to be mailed___ (add $3)   = $
                    Total the column and make your check payable to Mussel Ridge Historical Society   $___________
Send your order & check to:  Mr. Rodney B. Weeks     43 Lucia Beach Rd.     Owl’s Head ME 04854
Your Name:____________________________________________  Telephone:___________________
Street Address:_______________________________________________________________________
Postal Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City, State, & Zip: ____________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Both the O. H. Cookbook and the Coffin O. H. History book may be purchased at the Blue Yonder Coastal
Artisans store at the Knox County Regional Airport.

Coming Events
September 11 - The Mussel Ridge Historical Society is holding its Annual Membership Meeting & MRHS Board

Elections
November 6 - Bake Sale on Voting Day



MUSSEL RIDGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

VOLUNTEER – MEMBERSHIP - DONATION FORM
DATE ___________________
Name______________________________________________ Phone ________________________

Mailing
Address______________________________________________Town_____________________________Zip___________________

Residence Address (If Different)__________________________________________
Town___________________ Zip____________

Email
Address___________________________________________________________________________________

Our newsletter is sent to everyone on our email list and we don’t share addresses with anyone.

____   I WOULD LIKE TO HELP PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF OWL’S HEAD IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS
___ Develop programs ___ Help with fundraising     ___ Help on restoring the Homestead
___ Bring food for events or sales         ___  Help with events            ___ Have lawn sale
___ Staff the Homestead            ___ Have truck                         __ I have pictures that could be scanned
___ Research.  I am particularly interested in the following
areas________________________________________________
___ Have talent/service I could
donate_____________________________________________________________________________
___ I would like to help in another way. (Please tell us how)
_____________________________________________________
___  I have historical items I might like to donate or loan
____   I AM JOINING THE MRHS AT THE FOLLOWING LEVEL & MY CHECK IS ATTACHED

____ 1 Year Regular ($5)          ____ 1 Year Sustaining ($25)           ____ Lifetime ($10____   I AM MAKING A TAX
DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO THE MRHS FOR ___________ & MY CHECK IS ATTACHED

I WOULD LIKE THE FUNDS TO GO TO THE FOLLOWING AREA

___ General Operations          ___ Archival Museum
___ Old Homestead      ___As the MRHS sees best

 Signature of Person Accepting the Form ____________________________

Mussel Ridge Historical Society, PO Box 133, Owl’s Head, ME 04854    history@musselridge.org



Homes Around Town

Ths Moses Heard home at Lucia Beach was torn down a couple of years
ago. This photo on left was taken in the late 1800s.
“We give our readers in this issue a brief description of Ashmere, the
summer home of Mr. Charles E. Weeks, of this city, situated at Ash Point in
the town of South Thomaston.  This estate consists of about 45 acres,
having a shore frontage over a mile, which he has already partially divided
into cottage lots.  The view from Ashmere is unexcelled in this section, and
all kinds of scenery are combined in a single glance, the distant islands, the
Musselridge Channel, the mountains to the north. Ashmere was formerly
known as the Moses Heard farm.
The quaint and weather-beaten old farmhouse on the estate, over one hundred
years old, has been transformed by Mr. Weeks into a comfortable summer home
for himself and family, and here during the summer months his friends enjoy his
generous hospitality.  The house is supplied with running water brought from a
spring on a hill north of the house, and few of the comforts or conveniences of a
winter home are lacking in his summer home.” excerpts from the Penobscot
Marine Museum website.

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Weeks
& children, Owen and Ethel.

The Moses Heard home on Lucia Beach road was torn down a couple of
years ago. This photo on the left was taken in the late 1800s just before the
property was purchased by Mr. Charles E. Weeks.



Recollections of a Summer Kid growing up on Ash Point in the 1950s & 1960s
By: Rodney B. Weeks

My grandfather once told me that a man’s thought processes pass through three distinct phases during his lifetime.
#1. As a young man, all he thinks about is love.
#2. As a middle aged man, all he thinks about is money and
#3. As an old man, all he thinks about is the past and the telling of tall tales.
Well, in 2015, on my 65th birthday, the U. S. government officially declared me an old man and signed me up for
Medicare. So, I guess it is time for me to start telling some tall tales of my own. Let me tell you how it was - history -
growing up in Maine in my day!

INTRODUCTION
 As everyone knows who has spent any time living in Maine; there is an unofficial social pecking order. Starting at the
top, there are the Natives, then the Summer People and last, but not least, the Tourists. I was/am a fourth generation
“summer kid” from Detroit who has been fortunate enough to live long enough to retire and I now live in Maine year
round as a full time resident. Each year, as soon as school was out, my mother would pack up the old Ford station
wagon with my three brothers and the dog and off we would go to spend our summers at my grandparents’ home on
Ash Point. My great grandfather, who had married a girl from Rockland, bought an old house and barn on Ash Point in
1916 to serve as a summer gathering place for the whole family and so it did for four generations.

I GREW UP IN A BARN
In 1943, my great grandfather passed away and the old house and barn were passed down to my grandparents.
Contrary to popular opinion, the love a grandfather has for his grandsons is not without its limits. So in order to keep us
“out from under foot”; my grandfather converted the barn into a “cottage” for my mother and her “brood”. The barn
was perfect place for four boys and a dog because there wasn’t anything about it or in it that we could break or
permanently damage. My grandfather covered over the old barn floor with linoleum, but left the walls as is - open stud
construction and the ceilings both up and down were
exposed floor joists and rafters. On the first floor of the
barn, the horse stalls were removed to create one large
open area to serve as the living room and dining room
area and the tack room was converted into a small
kitchen and bathroom. Upstairs, the hay loft remained as
one large open area with five beds in it where we all slept
“dormitory” style.
Heat was provided by a large industrial propane gas
heater. The three foot high heater was located in the



Computerized Services
Bookkeeping, Payroll, Taxes, Spreadsheets
Linda Post
40 Hendrickson Point Rd
Owls Head, ME 04854

Phone 207-594-7203
Cell 207-441-7203 linpost@midcoast.com

Smiths’ Swiss Village
Housekeeping Cottages

Irving & Marilyn Smith
152 North Shore Drive
Owls Head, ME 04854

living room and my brothers and I spent many evenings laying on the floor right in front of it having the large fan blow
wave after wave of nice warm air over us as we listened to the radio in our pajamas. We could get two AM stations on
the old Philco console radio back then. WRKD out of Rockland which played Frank Sinatra, Nat King Cole and Perry
Como for my mother and WBZ out of Boston which played the top 40 hits of a new and exciting music which was just
starting to catch on (Rock & Roll).
In the 1950s, television was still in its infancy and TV sets were expensive. Needless to say, we didn’t have one. Even
with a TV antenna installed on your rooftop, reception on the coast was poor. If I recall correctly there was only one
station broadcasting at the time and it was out of Portland. Wilbur Senter (of the old Senter Crane Department store)
actually had a steel tower erected in his backyard (which I believe was about 50 feet tall) just so he could bring in more
stations and improve his reception. Believe me, he was the envy of the neighborhood. Eventually we got all three major
networks, ABC, CBS and NBC, however even then, programming was in short supply and the shows were generally
on the air only in the evenings after the national news. All the networks signed off the air in the later part of the evening
with the playing of the national anthem. What a change from today’s 24 hour, 7 days a week information age. I don’t
find it surprising at all that people “from away” seek out places like Owls Head today for their family’s summer vacation
just so they can escape the constant onslaught of the new information age.
Telephone service in Ash Point was also in its infancy and it was expensive. My grandfather eventually got a telephone
installed in his house, but it was to be used by us “only for emergencies”. The telephone was on a “party line” back then
which meant you actually shared the telephone line with your neighbors. Each household on the party line (which could
be up to four or five different households) had an individual ring tone, such as two short rings followed by one long ring.
You were only supposed to pick up the telephone receiver if you heard your individual ring tone. However, this didn’t
prevent you from picking the receiver anytime the telephone rang and listening in on any of your neighbors’ private
telephone conversations in the hope of possibly getting some neighborhood news or better yet, a juicy bit of gossip.
So….. if you are a kid on Ash Point in the 1950s and you had no TV, or telephone and limited radio, what were you
suppose to do to have fun. You guessed it….. you had to go outside and create your own fun. As soon as breakfast was
over my mother threw all of us outside and told us not to come back until lunch [dinner] time and then after lunch she
threw us all out again and told us not to come back until dinner [supper] time. There were only three rules we had to

obey. (1) We couldn’t wander past the airport (2) if we went
down to the shore or out on the water we had to be with a
buddy and (3) If you heard the old farm bell (emergency
bell) ring you were to run home as fast as you could. So if
you were with your best friend or your brother, without any
adult supervision, you could do practically anything you
wanted to and get into as much mischief as you could find
and boy, did we. More about that to come in future issues of
the Mussel Ridge Historical Society’s Newsletter. Stay
tuned.



rocky.stenger@capeair.com

OWLS HEAD
VILLAGE LIBRARY

31 South Shore Drive
Owls Head, ME 04854

Hours: Sat. 9 am - 5 ish
Internet Access, DVD’s, Children’s Room,

Large Print  - Large Marine Books Selection
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT - STOP BY!

Recipes from the Past
By Carolyn Meserve Philbrook

Friday thru Tuesday:  7 am – 3 pm
Closed Wednesday & Thursday

234 Park St  • Rockland
www.maritimeenergy.com

Heating Oils • LP Gas • Gasoline • Diesel 24 Hour ServiceHeating Equipment Sales • since 1939

594-4487
1-800-333-4489

What says summer in Maine.. fried clams! My paternal grandmother,
Ruth Meserve Chaples lived in Ash Point for many years, and many
summers we were so lucky to be the recipent of her fried clams. Her
family had a Fried Clam Stand at Pine Point in Scarborough in the1920s.

My Dad, Howard Meserve (left) and his sister.


