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Mussel Ridge News

Mussel Ridge Historical Society Leased Properties
The Old Homestead

453 Ash Point Drive, Owls Head, ME 04854

The Mussel Ridge Historical Society, at this point in time, leases three properties located in Ash Point, the Village and at
the "Head of the Bay". An old homestead and 2 old one room schoolhouses. These three properties are all in various
stages of dis-repair. Although these three properties are owned by the Town of Owls Head, the Mussel Ridge Historical
Society is responsible for the costs of maintaining and insuring these properties. We soon hope to acquire signs/markers
at each location to better identify them and a brief history.

The Old Homestead may have been built before 1820. In 1777,
Nathaniel Crockett, one of the first five settlers of Owls Head (then
part of Thomaston) purchased a sizable portion of land in the area
including that where the Homestead now stands, Nathaniel was
married to Eunice Cooper and they had 13 children.

Exactly who built the house and when is uncertain, but it is known
that the house was owned by Captain Charles Spaulding and his
wife Lucy Crockett Spaulding from 1827 (the year they were
married) until 1835.  Lucy was a granddaughter of the above

mentioned Nathaniel Crockett and a daughter of Capt. David Crockett
and Sally Heard. The 1830 census shows Charles, wife and two
daughters living in that neighborhood. Capt. Charles died intestate in
1846 and his wife Lucy was named administratrix of his estate. Lucy’s
sister, Abigail Crockett, wife of Stephen Foster who was engaged in the
fishing business, lived in the Homestead with her husband after they were
married in 1844.

The house was acquired July 25, 1879 by Edward R. Witham from Mrs. Elizabeth Hinkley, wife of Shubael Hinkley
and a daughter of Captain Charles and Lucy Spaulding.  Mrs. Hinkley stated in her deed that she was an heir at law and
it had been the homestead lot of Captain Charles Spaulding in 1835.
When acquired by the MRHS, the Homestead was known by most as the “Jim Mullins’ Place” for the late James
Mullins, a Nova Scotian by birth who purchased it from the late Edwin R Witham Oct. 21, 1898. Mullins wife was
Grace Ruth Witham, daughter of Edwin and Emma Heard Witham.
When the Old Homestead was acquired by the Mussel Ridge Historical Society from the town of Owl’s Head in 1963
it had not been lived in since 1938.  The buildings were in utter disrepair having been taken by the town for unpaid taxes
and were about to be burned for practice drill by the town’s volunteer fire department. Members of the newly formed
Mussel Ridge Historical Society realized the importance of the early structure and asked the town fathers to delay any



decision to destroy it until they had an opportunity to ask the town people for ownership; this was done at the March
1963 town meeting.

Head of the Bay School (also the Owls Head Grange Hall)
4 Ash Point Drive, Owls Head, ME 04854

 A lot for a school house was set aside at this location in 1908. We believe the original building was built somewhere in
the time period of 1828 and 1840, although it was just about one half it's present size. We don't know when the building
was enlarged, but the Town used the building for Town Meetings and various other Town events until the Owl's Head
Central School was opened in 1952. The original building was used as a school house until the school closed, around
1920 or 1921. In the early 1940s the Town again used the building to provide a classroom for Grades 7 and 8. Soon
after the Owl's Head Grange formed in 1938 they leased the building from the Town, to use as their meeting place. The
Grange maintained their lease with the Town during those years until they closed down in the early 1990s. At that time
the property reverted back to the Town.On November 17, 2008 the present building and property it sits on was leased
to The Mussel Ridge Historical Society.

Village School
486 North Shore Drive, Owls Head, ME 04854

This school house has been in operation since at least 1824 and was used for that purpose until 1952 when the larger
community school was built on Ash Point Drive. The first Owls Head town meeting was held here on 29 Aug 1921. The
Owls Head Fire Department was formed in 1953 and the old Village School became the fire house until the current Fire
House structure was built in 1960. After this the schoolhouse was used for storage by the fire department and the town
until the Mussel Ridge Historical Society leased the property on Nov 17, 2008.



GOOD-BY TO  A GOOD FRIEND

A long time member of The Mussel Ridge Historical Society, Lloyd
Marcellous Painter, passed away at his home at Bartlett Woods in
Rockland, on September 2, 2018. Lloyd served as President Of
MRHS for several years, as well as always making sure that all
books and legal matters were in order. He and his wife, Connie,
were responsible for much of the finish work inside The Old
Homestead on Ash Point Rd. The following is a re-cap of an
honorable man’s long and useful life.
Lloyd was born on November 25,1923 in Beards Fork, W.VA, the
second of four children of Laurence Edgar and Maggie Settle
Painter. He grew up around the coal mines of W.VA, and attended
school there. As a boy he was passionate about sports, including
basketball, baseball and golf. His earliest job was caddying at local
golf clubs.

In May of 1942 the U.S. was at war and in spite of his youth Lloyd enlisted in the service, but needed his father’s
permission. His father agreed to sign the papers if after three days Lloyd had not changed his mind. Lloyd never
wavered, as he wanted to do his part in protecting his country. Although he had never seen the ocean he enlisted in the
Coast Guard, and eventually became a seaman aboard the USCGC Laurel. The Laurel was assigned to the Greenland
Patrol, to protect American bases in Greenland, to break ice, and to escort ships with men and supplies along the
eastern coast of the United States.
At the end of the war Lloyd was stationed at White Head Light Station, in Spruce Head. About this time he was
introduced to his future bride, Constance Ross, by a relative. Connie and Lloyd were married on March 3,1946.
Under the G.I.Bill Lloyd completed his education and graduated from Husson College. His first job was with a paper
mill in Winslow, Maine. In 1953 Lloyd began his long career with the IRS. Together he and Connie raised four
children. They designed and had a hand in building four homes for their family, two in Owl’s Head, one in Winslow and
one in Monmouth. Lloyd loved the outdoors and Maine woods. He cut his own trees to build a cabin in Lincolnville.
Trees from family property were also used to build their home on Ballyhac Rd.
Lloyd was proud to be an American citizen and felt a need to dedicate time serving the public, as a Selectman,
Volunteer Fireman, Town Council Member, School Director SAD#5, Treasurer of Tanglewood 4-H Camp, Treasurer,
Trustee, and Deacon, Rockland Congregational Church, President MRHS, Treasurer of SWAM,(Small woodlot
owners of Maine).
Lloyd was also dedicated to veteran’s organizations in various locations around the state of Maine. He was elected
Commander of VFW Post#11545 Thomaston. He served as Adjutant American Legion Post#204 Monmouth,
Kennebec County American Legion and American Legion Post #37 Thomaston. He was instrumental in establishing a
veteran’s memorial in Owl’s Head, and also in the memorial at the American Legion Complex in Rockland.
As an IRS Agent he was 1st officer in charge of the Rockland and Lewiston offices. In 1961 he was acting chief
counsel at National Office. He retired with honors and received the Gallatin Award in 1980. Lloyd continued working
in accounting and as a tax consultant until 2009.
Lloyd enjoyed traveling the country, visiting his relatives, especially his children and grandchildren. There was always an
adventure just around the corner. He had an infectious laugh and joy for life. He loved meeting people. During the past
few years at Bartlett Woods he liked to sit by the front door and greet anyone who came through that door.
Lloyd lived a long and full life. One of his passions after retirement was working in the woods with his Kubota tractor.
He spent endless hours cutting, hauling and stacking wood in Lincolnville. Here in Owl’s Head he cleared his land and
planted fir and pine trees. The trees he cut were sawed, planed, and used in the construction of his home on Ballyhac
Rd. His grandchildren enjoyed riding on the tractor and going “upta camp “with him. When Lloyd could no longer
work in the woods he enjoyed daily walks, with his dog Stoney, along the trails and beaches of Ballyhac Cove in Owl’s
Head.

Lloyd & Connie Painter



Lloyd never lost his interest in sports, even after his children and grandchildren graduated from high school, he
continued to attend local sporting events, standing on the sidelines encouraging all of the kids to do their best. That was
just the kind of guy he was.
Lloyd will be forever missed by his ever growing family, his wife of 72 years, Connie ; their children, Tom, Rod(Kathy),
Patty(Kevin),  and John(Kati); 9 grand-children; 13 great-grandchildren as well as a large extended family here and in
West Virginia. Lloyd was pre-deceased by a grandson, Nathan Robertson and two daughters in law Deborah French
Painter and Sarah Key Painter.

MUSSEL RIDGE LITERATURE ORDER FORM

#_______ copy(s) of “ A book of Recipes from Owls Head, Maine” at $15.00 each=  $___________
#_______ copy(s) of “The Coastal Town of Owls Head, Maine” at $32.00 each =       $___________
#_______ box(s) of six note cards with envelopes at $10.00 per box =                         $___________

Check if items are to be delivered:____   OR, if they are to be mailed___ (add $3)   = $

Both the O. H. Cookbook and the Coffin O. H. History book may be purchased at the Blue Yonder Coastal
Artisans store at the Knox County Regional Airport.

                    Total the column and make your check payable to Mussel Ridge Historical Society   $___________
Send your order & check to:  Mr. Rodney B. Weeks     43 Lucia Beach Rd.     Owl’s Head ME 04854

Your Name:____________________________________________  Telephone:___________________
Street Address:_______________________________________________________________________

Postal Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City, State, & Zip: ____________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Computerized Services
Bookkeeping, Payroll, Taxes, Spreadsheets
Linda Post

40 Hendrickson Point Rd
Owls Head, ME 04854

Phone 207-594-7203
Cell 207-441-7203 linpost@midcoast.com

Smiths’ Swiss Village
Housekeeping Cottages

Irving & Marilyn Smith
152 North Shore Drive
Owls Head, ME 04854



Book Review

True North: Tice's Story by Mark Alan Leslie

For those that enjoy historical fiction, a must read. Especially because of its
location is mostly in Maine in the mid 1800s.Mark Alan Leslie is a Maine
author residing in Brewer who spoke at the Camden Library this fall.

The great escape of the African slaves out of bondage in the South in the 1850s and
1860s is told through the dramatic and danger-filled story of one young man, Tice,
and his escape to Canada on the “underground railroad.” The 19-year-old, God-
fearing Tice runs from his master’s plantation in Maysville, Kentucky, and swims the
Ohio River to Ripley, Ohio, where he is connected to a network of people who rush
him northeastward, ever northeastward toward New Brunswick, Canada. Always
pursued by the ruthless Morgan, his master’s foreman.
Christian and Jewish families, even Henry David Thoreau, help Tice, who they find
likeable, friendly and even funny despite his life of misery. Near the end of Tice’s
journey, one teenage boy in an “underground railroad” family becomes particularly
close to him and another escaping slave who has renamed himself “Freeborn.” This

boy, Caleb Chadwick, is instrumental in the penultimate leg in Tice and Freeborn’s escape when he takes them via
horse-drawn wagon from Vassalboro to Bangor, Maine.

Anyone have any knowledge of “safe houses in Owls Head”. Most likely there were some. Villages on the
ocean were very popular for the “underground railroad, due to many escaped slaves coming this way on
ships from the south. But also, many secrets, as if you were caught harboring slaves, there was a $1,000 fine.

Please email us if you have any stories. ballyhacme@gmail.com

Thanks to all those who helped/cooked and
donated to make our Food Sale on Election
Day a success. Donations topped $500!!
We appreciate your support.



Owls Head Tree Lighting Festivities

4 PM AT OWLS HEAD BAPTIST CHURCH
WARM REFRESHMENTS

4:15 PM  A WELCOME FROM ST. NICK
4:30 PM  A WELCOME TO THE LIVING NATIVITY
5 PM  CHRISTMS TREE LIGHTING AT THE TOWN SQUARE
           TREE LIGHTING FESTIVITES FOLLOWED BY HORSE AND
WAGON RIDES
           REFRESHMENTS AT OWLS HEAD BAPTIST CHURCH

Remembering Ingraham’s Hill Home
at the “Head of the Bay”

Edwin Goulding, left and his brother Richard have a lot of memo-
ries tied up in the Owls Head home they’ve occupied for 63 years.

Courier Gazette, 1978

(A side note: Who remembers the billboard that was
next to their home?”)

DEC. 2nd



MUSSEL RIDGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

VOLUNTEER – MEMBERSHIP - DONATION FORM

DATE ___________________

Name______________________________________________ Phone ________________________

Mailing
Address______________________________________________Town_____________________________Zip___________________

Residence Address (If Different)__________________________________________  Town___________________
Zip____________

Email Address___________________________________________________________________________________

Our newsletter is sent to everyone on our email list and we don’t share addresses with anyone.

____   I WOULD LIKE TO HELP PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF OWL’S HEAD IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS

___ Develop programs ___ Help with fundraising     ___ Help on restoring the Homestead

___ Bring food for events or sales         ___  Help with events            ___ Have lawn sale

___ Staff the Homestead            ___ Have truck                         __ I have pictures that could be scanned
___ Research.  I am particularly interested in the following
areas________________________________________________

___ Have talent/service I could donate_____________________________________________________________________________

___ I would like to help in another way. (Please tell us how) _____________________________________________________

___  I have historical items I might like to donate or loan

____   I AM JOINING THE MRHS AT THE FOLLOWING LEVEL & MY CHECK IS ATTACHED

____ 1 Year Regular ($5)          ____ 1 Year Sustaining ($25)           ____ Lifetime ($100

____   I AM MAKING A TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO THE MRHS FOR ___________ & MY CHECK IS ATTACHED

I WOULD LIKE THE FUNDS TO GO TO THE FOLLOWING AREA

___ General Operations          ___ Archival Museum

___ Old Homestead      ___As the MRHS thinks is best

                                                      Signature of Person Accepting the Form ____________________________

Mussel Ridge Historical Society, PO Box 133, Owl’s Head, ME 04854    ballyhacme@gmail.com



rocky.stenger@capeair.com

OWLS HEAD
VILLAGE LIBRARY

31 South Shore Drive
Owls Head, ME 04854

Hours: Sat. 9 am - 5 ish
Internet Access, DVD’s, Children’s Room,

Large Print  - Large Marine Books Selection
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT - STOP BY!

234 Park St  • Rockland
www.maritimeenergy.com

Heating Oils • LP Gas • Gasoline • Diesel
 24 Hour Service

Heating Equipment Sales • since 1939

594-4487
1-800-333-4489

Grandma Bannerman’s Sponge Cake
Weigh:

1 lb. of eggs
1 lb. of sugar
½ lb. of flour

Juice of 1 lemon and rind

Recipes from the Past  submitted by Marty Shaw

Grease pan (high sided square or angel)
Preheat oven to 400 degrees.

Separate eggs, beat whites. Drop yolks one at a
time into whites.  Add sugar a little at a time. Add
lemon juice and rind. Add flour a little at a time.
Beat all this as you go along with a wire whisk
type beater.
Bake 1 hour.

This old recipe was probably pre 1900. Fun facts about recipes.
“The Boston Cooking-School Cookbook succeeded because its recipes were easy to follow with standard, precise
measurements – ‘half cups’ and ‘teaspoons’ instead of ‘handfuls’ and ‘pinches.’ It also covered a lot of ground with
more than 1,200 clearly written, dependable recipes. Good old Yankee favorites like Boston Brown Bread and Fish
Chowder. Fanny Farmer was the author of The Boston Cooking-School Cookbook (1896) and was responsible for
the beginning of recipe ingredients being standardized. Her cookbook as of 1990 has sold over 4 million copies.”

Excerpts from the New England Historical Society


